
Letters from God—How to live life in troubled times



Date:
January 29, 2012
Message Title:  Baptism Sunday


FOCUS:   


The book of Revelation provides hope and encouragement to a group of churches in Asia Minor that are experiencing greater pressure to join the ranks of emperor worship.  Jesus’ voice speaks to the churches then and he does so today through this letter.
One of the main themes in the letter is that whether you are persecuted, prosecuted, or put to death, Jesus is sovereign and in control, he knows your suffering and provides hope to live though troubled times.
TEXT:  Romans 6:1-14
LIFEgroup CURRICULUM:

Reconnecting:  

· Describe your experience with baptism in the Church.
Worship:

· Just as one gives testimony in baptism to the work of Christ in their life, lift up prayers that verbally proclaim Jesus’ kingship and sovereignty in your life.
Equipping:  
· According to the New Testament, when were baptisms conducted?  In what way?  (See Acts 2:38-42; 8:26-40; 9:18; 10:44-48)
· Read Romans 6:1-14
· In what ways are Christ’s death and resurrection depicted in baptism?
· SACRAMENT of the FAITH:  BAPTISM
Jewish Roots of Baptism  (LV 14:8, 9; 15:1-27; 17:15, 16)
Cleansing

The Baptism of John  (MT 3;  MK 1;  LK 3)
General repentance of sinfulness, rather than for a specific unclean act (as was the case in prior Jewish water         cleansings).

Christian Baptism  (MT 28:18-20 Mk 16:15-16)                 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the   Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”

NSC's Position on Baptism

We believe that all those who have made an individual decision to affirm Christ as their personal Lord and Savior and to commit to the Christian life should be baptized, whether that happens at conversion or sometime later. Ideally, the believer should be baptized by full immersion in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, with the believer’s community present.

Is baptism necessary for salvation?

NewSong Church does not believe that baptism is a necessary requirement to receiving eternal salvation. However, the record of Scripture demonstrates and thus appears to assume that all who believe will be baptized. Baptism is a physical declaration and demonstration of one’s identification with Christ and desire to serve Him. To not be baptized is to ignore the importance of this declaration and the spiritual formation of this symbolic act.
When and where?
Baptism ideally should occur when a person feels confident about their commitment to Christ, preferably after a time of basic instruction about the faith. NewSong offers baptisms throughout the year. Traditionally in Church history, the Easter season has been the preferred time for baptism.  Any body of water will do. In NewSong’s history we have used hot tubs, a community pool, Puddingstone Reservoir, the ocean or river, an outdoor tank; we now have an indoor portable baptismal.
Who can baptize?
Anyone who has spiritual maturity and is actively participating and growing in a body of believers. The believer being baptized may request who s/he would like to perform the    ceremony. NewSong encourages anyone who is directly involved in shepherding those being baptized to participate. This includes LIFEgroup leaders or other significant spiritual mentors.
I’ve been baptized before; must I be baptized at NSC?


If you have been baptized of your own will, as a believer, in a Christian church, you do not have to be re-baptized at NewSong.  Because people come to NewSong from many   different backgrounds of faith and tradition, we will be happy to talk with you about your specific questions, concerns, and/or experience.  
Edification:
· What specifically will you do this week to count yourself dead to sin and alive to Christ?
· Encourage one another by sharing how you see each person as dead to sin and alive to Christ.
Mission: 
· Who are you actively reaching for Jesus and his better way of living?  
· Who might you encourage to step forward in publically professing their faith in Christ through baptism?

· In what ways have you served as a verbal witness for Christ’s better way this week?




















































































































































NewSong LIFEgroup Curriculum
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